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Fort  Worth,  Texas 
July  1 , 1943 


Paul  R.  LoGer,  Federal  Food  Reporter  says  there  is  really  sone  good  news 
for  housewives  this  week  on  the  Fruit  and  Vogotablo  Markets.  It  is  in  the 
form  of  hone  grown  tonatoos. 

The  weather  has  been  of  tho  "fast  riponing"  variety  and  tnis  week  found 
t atoes  to  the  noar  "overflowing"  point  on  the  local  narkets.  In  fact  they 
v/ore  in  quantities  largo  enough  to  cause  price  declines  of  noarly  50  percent 
i.  souo  cases,  A really  good  buy,  in  fact  the  best  and  outstanding  buy  of 
: week.  Quo.lity  fine  for  canning  and  prices  plenty  low  enough  to  justify 

canning  then  in  large  quantities.  Just  how  long  this  large  supply  and  low 
prices  will  last  is  hard  to  figuro  but  it  is  a reasonable  bet  it  will  not 
last  long,  naybe  only  a few  days.  Mr.  LcGcr  advises  all  housewives  who  plan 
to  can  tonatoos  to  do  so  while  they  havo  this  fine  opportunity. 

Supplies  of  fresh  fruits  have  increased  considerably  this  past  week. 
Although  supplies  cannot  be  classed  as  plentiful,  there  arc  a good  nany  and 
also  several  varieties  to  choose  from.  Anong  the  newconors  during  the  past 
couple  of  weeks  arc  3 varieties  of  fresh  Pluns,  sone  Apricots  and  sone 
ITectarincs,  Pluns  have  declined  in  price  and  the  quality  is  just  right  for 
canning*  A few  peaches  are  available  but  they  are  really  scarce  and  a 
little  high  priced.  In  fact  there  is  very  little  chanco  of  peaches  over 
becor.ing  low  priced  anytime  this  season.  Sono  apples  are  still  on  the 
narlcot.  Grapefruit  is  now  coning  fron  California  and  Arizona#  A good  nany 
orangos  and  lonons  are  also  available.  Those  large  round  cherries,  so  red 
they  are  nearly  black,  known  as  Bings,  arc  here  and  havo  been  for  several 
v/eeks,  but,  too  high  for  canning#  although  the  price  has  declined. 

The  fresh  vegetable  situation  has  taken  on  a different  picture  lately. 
Irish  potatoes  arc  at  last  plentiful  and  prices  arc  nuch  lower  than  a short 
tine  ago  whon  they  were  scarco  and  hard  to  find.  Supplies  of  Green  Beans# 
Squash  and  Cucunbcrs  have  diminished  and  prices  advancod  accordingly. 

Toxas  Cantaloups,  nostly  Hales  Best  variety,  and  Texas  watornolons , both  the 
long  Watsons  and  the  round  Black  Dianonds  are  becoming  noro  plentiful  and 
show  a snail  price  decline  but  are  still  higher  than  in  other  seasons. 

Although  we  still  have  a few  of  most  of  the  hone  grown  items  available# 
the  supply  is  running  low  and  buyors  aro  now  turning  to  Colorado,  California 
and  a few  other  districts  for  soma  of  then  such  as  green  beans,  cabbage# 
leaf  lettuce,  green  onions,  parsley,  radishes,  spinach  and  a few  others. 
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Fort  VTorth,  2,  Texas 
July  8,  1943 


According  to  Paul  R.  LeGer,  Federal  Food  Reporter,  the  local  fruit  and 
vegetable  markets  are  still  well  supplied  with  most  items  and  although  locally 
grown  products  are  boconing  a little  noro  scarco  each  day,  wholesalers  aro 
keeping  well  suppliod  with  products  from  othor  states  such  as  California* 
Colorado,  Arizona,  Arkansas  and  ono  or  two  othors. 

Homo  grown  touatoos  which  cano  in  for  a fow  days  last  wook  in  largo 
enough  quantities  to  cause  sharp  prico  declines,  has  again  settolod  down  to 
about  normal  for  the  timos  and  prices  have  gone  back  up  to  about  the  same 
level  as  that  of  a couplo  of  wooks  ago. 

Irish  Potatoes  aro  very  plentiful  all  over  the  country  at  this  time, 
prices  have  declined  considerably  from  those  of  last  Spring  and  tho  outlook 
at  this  tine  is  very  good  for  tho  next  several  months  at  least. 

More  and  more  watermelons  and  cantaloups  are  coming  in  but  the  price 
remains  about  unchanged,  a little  high.  Some  Honey  Dew  nolons  from  California 
aro  available.  Good  colery  is  hard  to  find.  Head  Lettuce  prices  arc  lower, 
Tho  first  new  crop  Rutabagas  arrivod  this  week,  grovm.  in  Texas  and  night  fine 
quality.  Plenty  of  California  Plums,  fino  quality  and  not  too  high  pricod. 

Hr,  LeGer  says  thoro  arc  still  plenty  of  Pinoapplo  on  tho  narkot  but 
those  will  soon  be  gono  and  although  they  nay  soon  a little  high  priced  for 
canning*  when  you  take  into  consideration  that  canned  pineapple  will  likowiso 
be  higher  in  price  and  that  it  roquires  ration  points  to  get  then  while  no 
points  are  required  for  the  fresh  product,  he  believes  housewives  would  be 
very  wise  to  can  sono  of  then  if  they  have  not  already  done  so. 
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Fort  North, 2,  Texas 
July  15,  1943. 


Tomatoes  again  head  the  list  on  the  local  fruit  and  vegetable  markets  as 
the  best  buy  for  the  week,  says  Paul  R.  LeC-er,  Federal  Food  Reporter  for  the 
V.'ar  Food  Administration.  Tomatoes  have  been  more  or  less  high  priced  for  a 
long  time  with  the  exception  of  a few  days  a couple  of  weeks  ago,  but  this  week 
seen  them  coming  in  larger  quantities  day  by  day  and  now  the  prices  are  definite- 
ly lower  and  this  time,  from  all  indications,  will  remain  at  the  lower  level 
for  a couple  of  weeks  or  so,  maybe  longer.  Top  quality  of  both  home  grown  and 
East  Texas  stock  can  now  be  purchased  on  the  wholesale  markets  at  a price  for 
which  culls  were  selling  only  a short  time  ago.  The  quality  is  fine,  the  flavor 
"tops".  Chock  those  prices,  then  the  number  of  ration  points  required  to  purchas, 
the  canned  tomatoes  --  you  will  find  that  now  is  the  opportune  time  to  lay  in  a 
good  supply  and  do  your  canning  of  this  item  for  use  next  winter  when  they  are 
going  to  bo  much  more  scarce  and  higher  priced,  Mr.  LoGor  says  there  is  no 
doubt  about  it,  tomatoes  arc  the  best  buy  of  the  week  and  warns  housewives  who 
plan  to  can  thorn  to  do  so  now,  don’t  wait  for  lower  prices,  you  might  bo  dis- 
appointed. Why  take  tho  chance? 

Irish  Potatoos  are  very  plentiful  all  over  tho  country  and  prices  reasonable. 
The  nearby  district  of  Hereford,  Texas  is  shipping  some  mightyfinc  quality  spuds. 
Other  leading  potato  districts  shipping  at  this  time  are  California,  Virginia, 
Kansas,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  some  from  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  a few 
from  Oklahoma,  Tonncssoo,  Washington  and  1 or  2 other  states.  Only  a few  of 
theso  arc  shipping  to  tho  Fort  Worth  market  but  tho  fact  so  many  districts  arc 
shipping  is  tho  answer  to  the  large  supplies  and  low  prices  now  prevailing. 

Carlot  dealers  wore  surprised  last  week  to  find  such  fine  quality  spuds  coming 
from  the  Kaw  Valley  of  Kansas  and  the  Orrick  district  of  Missouri  after  having 
boon  hit  recently  by  some  rather  devastating  floods. 

Tho  market  on  head  lettuce  is  lower  and  rather  \msottclcd  at  this  time. 

Sweet  Peppers  arc  at  the  1 o’, Test  price  for  the  season,  and  a good  buy,  Bing 
Chorrios  are  much  cheaper  than  when  they  first  came  on  the  market  earlier  in  tho 
season.  Some  fine  Colorado  Spinach  available  at  reasonable  prices.  Thompson 
Seedless  grapes  from  California  are  still  a little  high  although  about  l/4  lower 
in  price  than  a few  weeks  ago.  A few  locally  grown,  fair  quality,  Concord  grapes 
are  coming  in  at  prices  abovo  normal. 

California  is  now  shipping  a few  new  crop  Gravcnstoin  apples  and  a few 
pears,  none  of  these  have  reached  this  part  of  the  country  but  any  day  now 
should  sec  them  making  an  appearance.  Supplies  of  old  stock  apples  arc  nearly 
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Fort  Worth,  Texas 
July  22,  1943 


Best  "buys  for  the  week  on  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  markets  arc  irish 
potatoes,  tomatoes,  hoad  lottuco,  and  carrots,  says  Paul  R,  Lo^cr,  Federal 


Food  Roportcr  for  tho  Food  Distribution  Administration*  Also  ratod  as  good 
buys  arc  some  California  grapefruit,  homo  grown  black-oyod  poas,  squash,  bulk 


grapes  of  tho  bluo  variotios  aro  offered  at  fairly  reasonable  prices. 

Tomatoes  arc  still  plentiful,  fine  quality,  and  prices  roaain  the  sane  as 
last  week.  In  fact  there  arc  vory  littlo  chango  in  prices  of  any  commodities 
with  tho  exception  of  dry  onions.  Colory  is  rather  high.  Cantaloupos,  although 


weeks  ago.  All  cantaloupes  offerod  at  this  time  are  Texas  grown,  Watormolons 
arc  plontiful  but  ontiroly  too  high  priced.  Several  varieties  are  offered, 

A fair  to  pelntiful  supply  exists  of  most  items  at  this  time  and  none  can  really 


dry  onions. 

Regarding  dry  onions,  Mr,  LcGor  says  that  practically  no  Texas  onions  are 
available  and  what  few  are  offered  aro  coning  mostly  from  Hew  Mexico  and  from 
Oklahoma  with  quality  fair  and  prices  highor.  The  prospects  for  the  future  on 
this  item  arc  none  too  bright.  Wo  aro  facing  a possible  onion  shortage  and 
nothing  in  sight  to  indicato  conditions  will  be  otherwiso  for  some  tine.  Prices 
no  doubt  will  advance,  but  of  course  not  to  oxccod  the  coiling  price  set  by  tho 
O.P.A. 


turnips  and  turnip  greens  and  some  fino  Colorado  spinach,  A few  homo  grown 


not  in  the  low  priced  field  aro  not  noarly  as  high  priced  as  they  were  a few 


bo  placed  in  tho  "scarco"  list  for  the  tine  being  with  the  possible  exception  of 


H ot o to  IT c w s_p aja c_r s_an d_Ra d_io_ S_t ajfc i_ons : 

Mr.  Lc&cr  will  be  absent  from  duty  for  the  next  two  weeks,  therefore 
no  "Wartime  Food  Bulletin"  will  be  rcleasod  during  that  period.  The 
bullotin  will  be  rosuned  on  schedulo  as  of  August  12. 


